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is a tremendous unifying force which tends to bind together economic-
ally and culturally the people of its valley. At one time it may have
formed a natural boundary, but it is no longer a source of dispersion;
it has become rather one of attraction.

The Volga is another river of the same type. It constitutes the
great north and south route of Russian trade and is very extensively
used for navigation. However, low water and ice limit its use during
portions of the year. It also has the misfortune of flowing into a land-
locked sea, and consequently navigation is most important between
local centers along its course. Nevertheless, it has exercised a unifying
influence over the peoples of its basin, binding them together into a cul-
tural and economic whole.

The third major waterway is the Danube, but this river has the
disadvantage of flowing contrary to the normal channels of trade;
consequently, although it is extensively used locally for navigation,
the amount of trade which follows its course to the Black Sea is
limited. Within the upper and middle portions of its valley it also has
led to the development of economic unity. Under the Austro-Hungarian
Empire this unity had a chance to develop undisturbed. Today, the
states which occupy this area have raised barriers breaking up the
unity, and the result has been economic disorganization and political
difficulty. Rivers of the same type but of lesser importance are the
Don, the Dnepr (Dnieper), the Po, the Guadalquivir, the Seine, the
Thames, the Oder and the Wista (Vistula). All of these are navigable
and all are of some importance as commercial arteries.

The Rhone is slightly different in type. It is important not so much
for navigation as for the fact that its valley forms the best natural
highway through the mountains of southern Europe. Consequently,
it has always served as an important avenue of trade between the
northern and southern portions of the continent.

The submergence which took place in northern Europe deepened
the lower portions of the river valleys and converted them into a series
of estuaries which form excellent harbors. Some of the most im-
portant ports of the continent are located on these drowned river val-
leys. Among these, London, Liverpool, Glasgow, Hull, Cardiff, Le
Havre, Anvers (Antwerp), Hamburg, Bremen and Stettin are the
most important.

Malarial and unhealthful deltas are formed where most of the
rivers flow into the Mediterranean. This is true of the deltas of the
Rhone and the Po, The Maremma Marsh is south of the mouth of the